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WTAFinals: Amidst accusations of ‘sportswashing’, American tennis
star holds talks with Saudi leaders on treatment of Wonen

New Delhi, Nov.2-

Ahead of the women’s tennis year-end
tournament in Saudi Arabia, which has
attracted plenty of criticism due to the

the 20-year-old told reporters on Friday.

Saudi Arabia has been accused of
‘sportswashing’ by a section of former
players and tennis experts.
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Shan Masood on out-of-form Babar Azam: ‘There’s no

alleged rights violations in the country,
world number 3 Coco Gauff said she held
discussions with country’s leaders overthe
issue.The American tennis star said her
father was ‘concerned’ over her visit to the
country and she had ‘reservations’ about
participating in the WTA Finals starting
Saturday. Gauff said she metwith Princess
Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, the Saudi
Ambassador to the United States, and
discussed the treatment of women in the
country.

“We spoke with a lot of women here in
Saudi. Multiple calls with her, how the best
approach would be to enter into this
differentplace thatwomen have neverkind
of, women from the US, have never kind of
beenin. I think for me itwas important, and
it was one of the questions | brought up
because about LGBTQ issues, women’s
rights issues, how we can help with that,”

While putting across her stand on
playing in the Gulf Kingdom, Gauff
referenced the experience of the Black
community in the US and compared the
situation in Saudi to what her grandmother
went through decades ago.

“I think knowing from the past from my
grandmother, integrating her school,
people aren’t going to like it, but obviously
in the long run [ think it could be better for
everybody,” she said. “I really do feel like in
order to ignite change, you have to start
little by little. That’s how I've been taught
growing up Black in America, knowing our
history.”

Gaulff, one of eight playersin Riyadh for
the tournament, said she was ‘so far
encouraged by the progress she’'d seen’
but warned: “If | felt uncomfortable or felt
like nothing’s happening, then maybe |
probably wouldn’t come back.”

harm in being pulled out at times and having a breather’

New Delhi, Nov.2-
Pakistan Test captain
ShanMasoodbelieves that
a break from the game will
benefit the “out-of-form”
Babar Azam, who was
recently dropped from
Pakistan’s Test squad.
The former Pakistan
captain was omitted after
the first Test against
England but is set to make
a comeback in the white-
ballseries againstAustralia.
“I think he’s one of the
best batsmen in the world.
I’'m nobody to deny him a
future. He has every quality
to be one of the greatest
batsmen in Test cricket,”

Shan said on the BBC'’s
Stumped podcast.

“He’s always near the
top in the rankings.
Sometimes, people just
need a break. Personally, |
think this break will benefit
him greatly, and he’ll come
back a stronger player.

“There’s no harm in
being pulled out at times
and having abreather. He’s
played alot of cricket, gone
through a lot, and he’ll
always be one of Pakistan’s
key batsmen.”

Pakistan’s next Test
assignmentis a two-match
series against South Africa
in December.

The scrutiny around
Babar Azam’s form has

intensified with each
successive failure at the
crease. The right-hander
hasn’t scored consistently
in 18 innings, and since the
start of 2023, his average
has dropped below 21
across nine Tests.

Former Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) chief
Ramiz Raja recently
commented that Babar’s
slump in form is not due to
technical flaws but rather a
mental aspect.

“I think it's more about
his temperament in Test
cricket. When his form
slumps, it takes him longer
tomake acomebackinred-

ball cricket compared to
white-ball,” Ramiz said.

“Technically, he
doesn’t stay still against
balls pitched on a back-
of-a-length, so he needs
to be a bit more side-on.
Lately, he’s been getting
out caughtbehind to balls
moving away. He also
has some struggles
against spin. While he
bats at No. 4 in Tests, in
white-ball cricket, | don’t
think spin is as much of
an issue. But as |
mentioned, it’s more
about adjusting his
mental game rather than
his technique.”
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