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Despite Varun Chakravarthy’s wrong’un

masterclass South Africa

New Delhi, Nov.11-

Pulling Arshdeep Singh through
the square-legfence, Tristan Stubbs
roared in delight. His sidekick in a
memorable heist at Ggeberha,
Gerald Coetzee, swiped the air in
anger before the twolockedinamid-
pitch embrace. No victory from the
jaws of defeat against India could
reduce the pain of their World Cup
final loss a few months ago in
Barbados. But the win could offer a
fleeting respite, as the hosts rallied
back from 86 for seven to knock off
42 runs off 20 balls to inflict a series-
levelling win, chasing 125, putting to
waste a supreme exhibition of
white-ball spin bowling by Varun
Chakravarthy (5/17).Varun’s 13th
over, wherein he consumed two
finishers of devastating nature,
Heinrich Klaasen and David Miller,
seemed to stamp the match in
India’s favour. Two overs later,
South Africa lost Andile Simelane
tooto have themreelingat86 for7.
But a final twist was lurking in the
shadows. It began with Coetzee,
he of Tarzan-like shoulder, swatting
Arshdeep overlong-offforasix. But
India did not panic because it was
presumed as nomorethanalower-
order hand’s merry waft of the
willow.

Then, though, it turned
frightening with Stubbs drilling the
last ball of the Arshdeep over for
another four, before Coetzeee
fetched a pair of fours off the first
two balls of the Avesh Khan over.
At this precise moment, India
seemedtosurrenderalltheirhopes.

N
Atwo and a few singlesreduced the
target down to 13 off 12 balls. It was
atargeteventhefinickiestchasersin
the game could not fumble. Stubbs,
once touted to batting greatness,
wrapped up the win with four
boundaries in the 19th over.

In the end, it was a game South
Africa were always favourites towin.
Just that Chakravarthy’ exemplary
show of spin bowling offered India a
fleeting glimpse ofan unlikely victory.
His wrong’'un spun ragged into the
right-hander. The hardlength pushed
batsmen onto the back-foot. But the
extra skid beat them. The turn
cramped them. To the wrong’uns
owed the first three wickets. But all
three were different, and this makes
Chakravarthy difficult to counter. A
slow and full one consumed Aiden
Markram. Itwas delivered fromwide
ofthe crease, driftedinand spunback
to beat his wayward slog.

The deception to Reeza
Hendricks was different. The ballwas
shorter, quicker and spun back

generously to beat his last-ditch
jailbreak effort. The wicket offered
Indiaaslimray ofhope. SouthAfrica,
then, were strolling along at 44 for 2.
Hendricks had just stroked him fora
four, and then made a complete
mess of the next ball. Even then, it
seemed justa matter oftime before
South Africa played him out and
found the runs fromthe others. The
run-rate was within control and all
itwould have takenwere afew lusty
blows to chop the target down. With
this intention, South Africa sent
Marco Jansen up the order. In two
overs, they had halved the target.
Butthenreturned Varun, the last
lease of India’s hope. Fifth ball of
the third over, he ejected Jansen
withanotherwrong’un. Itlanded on
agoodlengthandturned away from
him. The beanpole South African
had little clue about the ball and
blindly swung his bat. He missed
theballand was castled. Indiawere
back in the game. Then happened
the 13th over, wherein he deceived

level T20 series 1-1

Heinrich Klaasen and David Miller.
The first ball was slow and tossed
up, enticing Klaasen for the sledge-
hammer drive through the extra
cover. But the ball gripped off the
surface, turned away a bit and flew
offthe outside halfofhisbat. He skied
theballtoRinku Singh atlong off. Half
the match seemed over then.

But the muscled frame of David
Millerloomed. ThatWorld Cuptragic
hero. Varun composed an inch-
perfect first ball. The ball drifted into
the left-hander but dropped
fractionally shorter than he had
presumed and spun away just a
fractiontoshave his off-stump. South
Africa tottered to 66 for 6, seemingly
apointofnoreturn. But Coetzee and
Stubbs orchestrated an unlikely
victory.

Thefoundationsthoughwerelaid
by athrowbackfielding performance.
Axar Patel, the most fluent Indian
batsman, was caught short of the
crease at the non-striker’'s end. He
backed away too far, alright, but the
googly-spewing leg-spinner
Ngabayomzi Peter reacted swiftly
enoughtoricochetamuscledstraight
drive from Hardik Pandya. Another
left-hander, and equally placid, Tilak
Vermadrove uppishly butpowerfully
through extra cover only for David
Miller’s spidery right hand to stretch
and pocket the ball. His departure
ended a fourth-wicket stand that
seemed to pull India out of trouble
after a rocky start wherein they
found the top three back in the
dugout for 15 runs. India lost their
way then and there.
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Gambhir heaps confidence on KL Rahul to stepin
as opener; Bumrahwil be sklpper ifRohit misses

New Delhi, Nov. 11-

With just 11 daystogo
for India’s first Test
against Australia in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
coach Gautam Gambhir
expressed confidence in
KL Rahul to step in as
opener, should Rohit
Sharma miss out for
personal reasons.

Stressing that things
weren’t clear over
whether captain Rohit
Sharma will be available
for that opening match in
Perth, Gambhir at the
departure press
conference said, “Look,
atthe momentthereis no
confirmation butwe guys
will let you know exactly
what the situation will be.
Hopefully, Rohit is going
to be available, but
everything you want to
know, you will before the
start of the series,”
Gambhir said at the pre-
departure press
conference in Mumbai,
adding that Jasprit
Bumrah will lead the side
should Rohit miss the
opener.

Rohitis reportedly set
to miss the first of the
five-match Test series
due to personal reasons.

The big question: if not
Rohit, then who willopen?
Gambhirreckons India
have a back-up in KL
Rahul, and evenifbruised
by Scott Boland, the
experienced pro can
summon the temperament
when required. “There is
KL (Rahul) there. There’s
Abhimanyu Easwaran
there. So, we will take a
call closer to the first Test
match if Rohit is not
available. It's notthatthere
are no options. There are
quite a lot of options in the
squad,” he stressed.

KL Rahul who was
believed to be auditioning
for a middle-order role,
could now be a back-up
opener.And Gambhirsaid
that’s down to his
versatility. “That is the
quality of the man. That

he can actually bat at the
top of the order. He can
bat at No. 3. And he can
actually bat at No. 6 as
well. So, you need quite
a lot of talent to be doing
these kind of jobs as
well,” he explained.

Gambhir further
emphasised Rahul’s
utility to the side across
formats and expressed
confidence in the all-
purpose cricketer to
deliver if summoned.
“He’s kept wickets in
One-Day format as well.
So, imagine how many
countries have players
like KL who can actually
open the batting and can
batatNo.6 aswell? | feel
thatif need be, he cando
the job for us. Especially
if Rohit is not available
for the first Test.”
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